Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 
PAGE 01 STATE 075319 



71 

ORIGIN NEA-12 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-00 PA-04 PRS-01 AF-10 10-14 H-03 
CIAE-00 DODE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 USIA-15 SP-03 
/099R 



DRAFTED BY NEA/P:WIWRIGHT:ML 
APPROVED BY NEA/P - WIT BUR I. WRIGHT 
S/PRS - MR. KING (INFO) 

AF/P - MRS. RUSSELL 
lO/P - MR. BLACHLY 
EUR/P - MR. SAVAGE 
H - MISS FOLGER (INFO) 

061533 



R 122200Z A74 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
INFO AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 



UNCLAS STATE 075319 



E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING 



FOR YOUR INFORMATION THE EOLLOWING GUIDANCE WAS APPROVED BUT 
NOT USED BY THE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN AT THE NOON PRESS 
BRIEFING: 



QUESTION: IS IT TRUE THAT THE U.S. IS USING THE BRITISH 
SOVEREIGN BASE AREA AT AKROTIRI, CYPRUS, IN CONNECTION WITH 
SUEZ CANAL MINESWEEPING? 



ANSWER: YES, THAT IS CORRECT. WE ARE NOW MOVING AHEAD WITH 
THE SUEZ CANAL MINESWEEPING OPERATION AND CYPRUS IS A CON- 
VENIENT LOCATION FOR SOME SUPPORT ACTIVITIES. THE COUNTRIES 
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INVOLVED ARE, OF COURSE, AWARE OF THESE ARRANGEMENTS, WHICH 
I UNDERSTAND HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF 
CYPRUS. KISSINGER 
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